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no inclination to adopt a moderate policy, advo-
cating, on the contrary, investigation "from the
whole root." The position of a Massachusetts
agent in England during these trying years was
most undesirable, and so many difficulties and
discouragements did Stoughton and Bulkeley
encounter that several times they asked for per-
mission to return home and once, at Ieast3 had
to go to the country for their health. But what-
ever were the troubles of an agent in England,
they were trifling as compared with those which
confronted him at home when he failed, as he
almost invariably did fail, to obtain all that the
colony expected. Cotton Mather tells us that
Norton died in 1663 of melancholy and chagrin,
and that for forty years there was not one agent
but met "with some very fro ward entertainment
among his countrymen." No wonder it was al-
ways difficult to find men who were willing to go.

At first the Lords of Trade favored the sending
of a supplemental charter and the extending of a
pardon to the colony; but as the evidence against
Massachusetts accumulated, they began to con-
sider the revision of the laws, the appointment of
a collector of customs and a royal governor, and
even the annulment of the charter itself. In